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ADEN. 

By  Vice  Coiisnl  Artliur  G.  Watson,  April  37. 

Aden's  importance  as  a  seaport  is  chiefly  due  to  the  fact  that  it  is 
the  distributing  point  for  the  large  population  of  Abyssinia,  British, 
French,  and  Italian  Somalilands,  Eritrea,  Arabian  Coast  and,  until 
recently,  of  the  upper  Red  Sea  and  the  whole  East  African  coast. 
The  harbor  improvements  at  Port  Sudan  have  taken  away  a  certain 
percentage  of  the  trade  of  the  upper  Red  Sea,  and  the  rapid  devel- 
opment of  Mombasa  has  practically  caused  the  cessation  of  that 
trade,  except  as  Aden  is  used  as  a  trans-shipping  point.  The  native 
merchants  control  a  large  percentage  of  the  trade  between  Aden  and 
adjacent  countries. 

All  figures  of  imports  used  in  this  report  are  based  on  the  annual 
report  of  the  Aden  Port  Trust  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  March  31, 
1915.  No  more  recent  figures  are  available. 

Total  Trade  of  Aden — Imports  from  United  States. 

The  total  trade  of  Aden  for  the  fiscal  year  1910-11  was  $34,237,669; 
1911-12,  $40,308,676;  1912-13,  $44,505,445:  1913-14,  $41,439,329:  and 
for  1914-15, '$33,726,499.  '       ' 

The  total  sea-borne  trade  for  the  fiscal  year  1915  amounted  to 
$32,472,697,  as  compared  with  $39,873;2"S8  for  the  previous  vear,  a 
decrease  of'$7,400,540,  or  18.92  per  cent.  Of  this  trade  21.07  per  cent 
was  with  India  and  10.52  per  cent  was  with  the  United  States.  The 
total  imports  from  the  United  States  into  Aden  decreased  $375,419 
in  1915,  compared  with  the  preceding  year.  The  value  of  the  prin- 
cipal imports  from  the  United  States  for  the  fiscal  years  1913-14  and 
1914-15  (Apr.  1  to  Mar.  31)  is  given  below : 


Articles. 


Cotton  piece  goods 

Soap 

Starch 

Carriages 

Motor  cars 

Safes,  hardware,  etc. . 

Dyes,  paints,  etc 

Machinery,  etc 

Sewing  machines 

Iron,  steel,  and  copper 


1913-14 


$1,337, 

15, 
1, 

33, 
1, 


1914-15 


,021,380 
1,255 
3,251 


11,631 
1,615 


588 


Articles. 


Kerosene 

Other  oils 

Lumber  and  wood.. 

Food  and  drink 

Clocks  and  watches. 

Lamps 

Cigarettes 

All  other  articles 


Total. 


$234, 130 

4,072 

549 

340 


481 


S201, 293 

10, 78S 

350 

1,454 

472 

618 

890 

1,231 


1,033,837 


1, 258, 413 


The  "United  States  Leading  in  Cotton-Goods  Trade. 

The  United  States  exports  more  cotton  goods  to  Aden  than  any 
other  country.  This  trade  should  maintain  its  present  supremacy, 
as  American  manufacturers  are  represented  in  Aden  by  progressive 
firms,  the  cheapness  and  excellent  quality  of  whose  goods  are  fa- 
miliar to  the  native  merchants. 
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'Ko  OHO  understands  the  importance  of  this  factor  better  than  tlic 
native  merchant,  as  he  knows  that  the  ultimate  consumer  is  ex- 
tremely particular,  and  once  given  satisfaction  will  continue  to  pur- 
chase the  same  brand. 

It  is  reported  that  the  stock  of  cotton  piece  goods  is  far  above 
normal  and  was  bought  on  a  rising  market.  One  of  the  probable 
reasons  for  this  large  stock  is  the  uncertainty  of  the  export  business, 
due  to  the  lack  of  shipping  facilities  and  to  the  reluctance  of  the  ex- 
])orters  to  hold  large  stocks  against  the  uncertain  shijiping  situation. 
Imports  of  Cotton  Goods. 

The  total  imports  of  cotton  yarn  and  thread,  piece  goods,  and  mis- 
cellaneous cotton  goods  in  the  last  five  fiscal  years  were  as  follows : 


Years. 


Yarn 

and 

thread. 


Piece 
goods. 


Miscel- 
laneous. 


Total. 


1910-11 
1911-12 
J912-13 
1913-14 
1914-15 


§379,254 
46.5,221 
484,353 
310,291 
269, 530 


83,1.51,473 
3,561,108 
4,418,291 
3,321,058 
2,747,055 


S74,358 
74,485 

140,947 
92,257 
00,583 


S3, 005,085 
4,100,814 
.5,043,591 
3,724,206 
3,077,174 


The  quantity  and  value  of  the  imports  of  gray,  bleached,  and  col- 
ored piece  goods  during  the  past  five  fiscal  years  are  given  below : 


Years. 


Gray. 


Yards. 


vAlu 


Bleached. 


Yards. 


Value.  I ' '    Yards. 


Colored. 


Value. 


1910-11 
1911-12 
1912-13 
1913-14 
1914-15 


41,300,342 
41,939,097 
51,817,140 
37,072,048 
33,030,782 


$2,315,879 
2,482,362 
3,134,29(5 
2,244,634 
2,035,275 


3,098,720 
5, 168,  .521 
0, 544, 775 
5,952,348 
4,264,780 


S245, 840 
323,22a 
422, 251 
401,990 
285, 170 


8, 177, 848 
10,334,70-1 
11,504,430 
8,941,544 
5,094,499 


$589,747 
755, 518 
802,494 
07.5,  a34 
426,010 


The  large  share  of  the  United  States  in  the  Aden  trade  in  gray 
goods  as  compared  with  other  producing  countries  is  shown  by  the 
following:  table : 


Countries. 


Austria 

UelKium 

India 

Italy 

TJnitcrl  Kingdom. 

United  States 

other  countries. . 


Total. 


1912-13 


Yards. 


S95, 
5t0, 
810, 
729, 
725, 
555, 
459, 


.51,817,140 


Value. 


.'5.59, 819 
43,546 

534, 297 

43,643 

41,. 525 

2, 105, 150 

306, 316 


3, 134, 296 


1913-14 


Yards. 


8, 995, 510 

9,750 

4,746,006 

532, 500 

362,919 

21,.S43,270 

1,182,063 


37, 672, 048 


Value. 


$516,  gai 

593 
272,631 
29,490 
22, 278 
1,336,786 
05, 952 


2,244,631 


1914-15 


Yards. 


1, 377, 600 

98,500 

7, 605,  875 

401,950 

6, 812, 392 

10,711,440 

563,025 


33, 030, 782 


Value. 


S80, 039 

7,  .581 

4.54,643 

24,587 

442, 67i 

1,012,877 

12,875 


2, 035, 275 


Manufactures  of  Aden — Trade  Opening. 

Aden  manufactures  only  cigarettes  and  salt,  exporting  cigarettes 
to  the  value  of  $13,705  in  the  year  1914-15,  and  161,218  tons  of  salt, 
valued  at  $370,542.  Tliis  salt  is  extracted  from  sea  Avater  and  is  only 
partially  refined. 

The  completion  of  the  railway  from  Djibouti  to  Adis  Abeda  has 
opened  a  large  territory  and  the  Italian  railway  from  Massowah  to 
Asmara  has  made  available  a  district  tlint  offers  many  opportunities 
for  the  extension  of  trade. 
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The  manufacturer  introducing  goods  that  have  given  satisfaction 
and  which  carry  a  distinct  trade-mark  (the  more  distinctive  the 
better)  will  find  that  his  goods  wuU  always  have  a  preference.  The 
large  sale  of  American  cotton  goods  in  Aden  is  doubtless  due  to  the 
distinctive  trade-marks  used  by  the  manufacturers. 

Decrease  in  Kerosene  Importation — Coal. 

The  imports  of  kerosene  into  Aden  from  the  United  States  de- 
creased by  235,588  gallons  compared  with  the  fiscal  year  1913-14. 
The  total  imports  decreased  by  193,348  gallons.  This  decrease  is 
largely  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  Hodeidah  and  other 
Turkish  Eed  Sea  ports  were  not  taking  the  supplies  that  were  usually 
obtained  from  Aden.  Other  oils  have  shown  an  increase  owing  to 
the  more  extensive  use  of  American  lubricating  oils. 

There  was  an  increased  importation  of  22,731  tons  of  coal  valued 
at  $157,794  in  1914^15.  Imports  from  the  United  Kingdom  de- 
creased 16,412  tons,  while  the  Indian  coals  increased  11,092  tons,  and 
Mozambique  coal  by  20,571  tons.  Indian  and  the  so-called  South 
African  coals  are  much  cheaper  than  Welsh  coal  and  for  local  coast- 
ing and  Indian  trade,  where  cargo  space  can  be  sacrificed,  the  cheaper 
coals  present  an  economical  consideration  which  can  not  be  over- 
looked. The  present  price  is  $34.06  per  ton  for  Welsh  coal  and  $25.54 
for  Indian  and  South  African  coal. 

Imports  of  Starch  and  Soap. 

The  total  imports  of  starch  amounted  to  $14,550,  as  against  $25,500 
for  the  previous  year.  This  decrease  is  due  to  the  fact  that  large 
stocks  were  carried  from  the  previous  year,  and  also  because  the  war 
has  affected  the  manufacture  of  sweets. 

The  value  of  the  imports  of  soap  for  the  year  1914-15  was  $50,082, 
an  increase  of  $2,965  over  the  previous  year.  The  bulk  of  the  laundry 
soap  has  previously  been  imported  from  France.  This  business  pre- 
sents a  fair  market  for  American  manufacturers  and,  by  duplicating 
the  French  soaps,  which  are  preferred,  it  is  believed  that  a  greater 
and  permanent  share  of  the  trade  would  be  obtained. 
Good  Market  for  Sale  of  American  Motor  Cars. 

American  motor  cars  are  mostly  to  be  seen  here  and,  with  but  one  or 
two  exceptions,  only  cars  of  American  manufacture  were  imported 
into  Aden  during  the  calendar  year  1915.  American  motorcycles 
are  also  being  imported. 

Owners  of  automobiles  in  Aden  are  continually  being  solicited  to 
sell  their  cars  to  natives  who  desire  to  use  them  for  hire.  Motor  cars 
are  almost  a  necessity  here,  as  at  the  Crater  section  of  Aden  the 
general  export  and  import  merchants  have  their  offices,  while  at 
Steamer  Point  are  the  shipping  offices,  with  the  wharves  and  customs 
about  midway  between  Crater  and  Steamer  Point,  at  Maala.  The 
distance  from  Crater  to  Steamer  Point  is  5  miles  and  the  motor 
fare  is  $0.80.  There  are  about  200  motor  cars  registered,  of  which 
about  150  are  serviceable. 

American  tires  have  given  satisfaction,  while  French  tires  have 
been  found  to  be  inferior  and  more  expensive.  Undoubtedly,  a  share 
of  the  tires  accredited  to  England  are  really  of  American  make,  sent 
throuerh  the  London  agrents  of  the  manufacturers. 
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American  Imports  in  British  Shipments. 

The  statistics  of  wijiorts  as  compiled  by  the  Aden  Port  Trust 
do  not  show  the  country  of  origin  and,  therefore,  the  United  States 
is  not  given  its  actual  share  of  imports.  Many  articles  arc  imported 
from  the  United  Kingdom  and  India  which  are  manufactured  in  the 
United  States.  Orders  are  given  by  the  small  Aden  merchants  to 
jobbing  or  indent  houses  in  London  for  various  articles,  which  are 
shii^ped  in  one  lot  as  British  goods,  although  the  shipment  may  con- 
tain various  articles  of  American  manufacture.  Similarly  many 
American  hou.ses  maintain  London  agencies  and  import  direct  into 
Aden  from  their  London  stocks,  such  imports  being  accredited  to  the 
United  Kingdom. 

The  indent  and  jobbing  firms  in  the  United  States  would,  un- 
doubtedly, find  a  field  here  for  American  products,  as  Aden  mer- 
chants have  been  getting  increased  American  stocks  through  London 
indent  houses,  and  the  merchant,  by  buying  direct  from  the  United 
States,  would  avoid  extra  freight  and  expen.ses. 

Difficulties  are  being  encountered  by  the  importers  of  Auierican 
manufactures  due  to  the  fact  that  all  direct  steamers  from  American 
ports  now  proceed  around  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to  Bombay.  Aden 
merchants,  therefore,  must  make  arrangements  at  Bouibay  to  for- 
Avard  the  goods  here  with  a  consequent  added  exjien.se. 
Imports  and  Exports  of  Goat  and  Sheep  Skins. 

The  imports  of  goat  and  sheep  skins  for  the  year  lOld-la  do- 
creased  to  the  amount  of  $432,509.  This  decrease  is  tb  be  accounted 
for  by  the  fact  that  native  oAvners  withheld  their  stocks  from  ship- 
ment to  Aden  rather  than  sustain  a  loss.  Similarly  certain  ports 
that  had  supplied  skins  to  Aden  w^ere  shut  off  by  the  declaration  of 
Avar  by  TurkeA'.  The  export  of  skins  from  Aden  show  a  decrease 
amounting  to  $509,512.  Declared  exports  at  this  consulate  shoAV 
that  for  the  calendar  year  19L5  the  export  of  skins  to  the  United 
States  increased  by  $101,065  over  the  calendar  ^-ear  1914. 

The  United  States  has,  as  usual,  been  the  principal  purchaser  of 
both  goatskins  and  sheepskins,  although  latterly  quantities  of  sheep- 
skins are  being  shipped  to  England  Avhere  tlie  demand  is  reported 
to  be  good. 

During  the  calendar  year  1915  the  prices  of  skins  steadily  ad- 
vanced, until  at  the  present  time  they  are  higher  than  before  the  Avar. 
This  advance  in  price  is  attributed  in  part  to  the  heavy  demand  in 
America. 

Tlie  following  table  shoAvs  the  exports  of  goat  and  sheep  skins  by 
countries  for  the  past  three  fiscal  years: 


CouTiUie.s. 

Goatskins. 

Countries. 

Sheepskins. 

1912-13 

3913-14 

1914-15 

1912-13 

1913-14 

1914-15 

Vnited  Stales .... 
t'nited  Kingdom. 
France 

Number. 

2,785,192 

1,087,.S75 

mf,  77.-. 

Number. 

3,161,002 
270,185 
483,550 
295,090 
58,340 

Number. 

2,563,195 

139,419 

2f>2, 455 

269,050 

9,272 

T'nited  Kingdom. 
United  States 

Number. 
899,944 
.-)23,921 
453,430 
265, 070 
6,000 
119,730 

Number. 
697, 401 
302,  846 
48.5,857 
42, 940 
32,950 
291,529 

Number. 
766,421 
.591,770 

188,505 

India  (Bombay)  1     2."in'om 

Other  countries.. 
Total 

18,002 

Netherlands 

Other  covmtries, . 

Total 

i.-),666 

147  570 

4,038,904 

4,268,167 

3,243,391 

2, 268, 095 

1,853,523 

1,  709,  866 
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Exportation  of  Hides  by  Countries. 

The  imports  of  hides  during  the  fiscal  year  1914-15  decreased 
$41,504  ill  vahie.  The  exports  of  hides  for  the  same  period  decreased 
$204,{)0u*.  The  followino-  table  shows  the  exports  of  hides  by  coun- 
tries during  the  last  three  fiscal  years: 


.  Countries. 

1912-13 

1913-14 

1914-15 

Countries. 

1912-13 

1913-14 

1914-15 

United  Kingdom... 

Number. 
111,224 
^,110 
36, 982 
34,234 

Number. 
155,348 
137,354 
94, 779 
39, 576 

Number. 
223,926 

98, 571 
118,460 

13,292 

Number. 
30,732 
36, 400 

Number. 
85,288 
41,052 

Number. 
22,335 
52,739 

other  countries 

Total 

333,688 

553,397 

529,303 

The  greater  part  of  the  hides  exported  through  Aden  are  from 
Abyssinia.  For  a  few  months  in  1915  large  quantities  w^ere  shipped 
to  Italy  and  the  price  rose  from  about  $4.54  per  frasila  of  28  pounds 
to  $7.14  at  the  point  of  origin  (Adis  Abeba)  but  it  is  reported  that 
it  has  again  fallen  to  $5.45.  During  this  period  practically  no  hides 
were  sold  in  the  local  market,  and  few  were  sent  here  for  shipment, 
the  larger  quantity  l^eing  shipped  direct  from  Djibouti.  The  cessa- 
tion of  the  Italian  demand  has  caused  what  practically  amounts  to 
stagnation  in  this  business,  as  there  is  litle  demand  in  England. 

Imports  and  Exports  of  Coffee. 

The  following  table  shows  the  imports  and  exports  of  coffee  at 
Aden  for  the  past  three  years: 


Imports  from. 

Countries. 

Exports  to. 

1912-13 

1913-14 

1914-15 

1912-13 

1913-14 

1914-15 

Abyssinia  ( Ilarrar)  cof- 
fee          

Cwts. 

49,234 

76, 173 
9,062 
5,709 

Cwts. 

54,612 

65,268 
3,302 
4,360 

Cwts. 

55, 140 

28,696 
4,697 
14,946 

United  States 

Cwts. 
36,402 
30,909 
32,643 
8,725 
44,195 

CwU. 
38,394 
26,570 
21,345 
6,224 
46,489 

Cwts. 
20,831 
19,931 

France 

Arabian  ports  (Mocha 

African  ports 

25  111 

United  Kingdom 

other  countries 

10,307 

Straits  Sotllements 

other  countries 

25,860 

152,874 

139,023 

101  040 

Total 

140,178 

127,543 

103,479 

To  the  import  figures  should  be  added  the  coffee  imported  on  camels 
from  the  interior,  which  in  the  fiscal  year  1914-15  is  valued  in  the 
official  statistics  at  $142,898. 

The  arrivals  of  Abyssinian  (Harrar)  coffee  increased  during  the 
fiscal  year  1914—15.  The  decrease  in  the  total  is  accounted  for  by  the 
fact  that  no  coffee  has  been  received  from  Turkish  Arabian  ports  and 
to  a  slight  reduction  in  the  land-borne  trade. 

The  decrease  in  exports  to  the  United  States  is  accounted  for  by 
the  fact  that  the  American  market  imports  principall}'  Mocha  coffee, 
and  the  lessening  of  the  supply  forced  the  price  on  this  article.  The 
declared  exports  at  this  consulate  for  the  calendar  year  1915  indicate, 
however,  that  the  United  States  has  regained  its  position  as  the 
largest  importer  of  coffee,  the  purchases  having  increased  to  $746,643 
as  compared  with  $397,263  in  1914.  The  price  of  both  ]Mocha  and 
Harrar  coffee  has  fluctuated  very  little,  remaining  almost  constantly 
at  about  19  to  21  cents. 
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Gums  and  Resins — Declared  Exports  to  United  States. 

The  exportation  of  gums  and  resins  decreased  $216,838  in  the  fiscal 
year  1914-15.  The  prices  of  gums  and  resins  have  risen,  owing  to 
the  demand  from  France.  American  importers  of  these  products 
ha^■e  been  unable  to  obtain  shipments,  as  they  could  not  compete 
with  tlie  prices  offered  by  French  buyers. 

As  shown  by  the  following  table,  there  was  a  large  increase  in  the 
total  value  of  the  exports  invoiced  at  the  consulate  at  Aden  for  the 
United  States  during  1915  compared  with  the  preceding  two  years. 
The  articles  and  their  value  were  as  follows: 


Article?. 

1913 

1914 

1915 

1          Articles. 

1913 

1914 

1915 

Chillier            .     J           8428 

Household  effects 
i  Ivory 

1 

J92I 

$152 

G,462 

397, 263 

$16,624  1      813.3,^2 

Civel 

3,249 

$6,075 
746, 643 

3,630 
1    27X  .IfiS 

Cofiee 

346,924 

40 

2,107 

Skins 

1  425,629 

1,379,630 
18,655 

Shells 

1,082 
13,348 

2,160 

j            Total 

1 

Hides 

1,795,001 

1,713,854     2,154,084 

Shipping  Statistics. 

There  was  a  decrease  of  325  in  the  number  of  merchant  vessels  en- 
tering the  port  of  Aden  during  the  fiscal  year  1914-15  compared 
with  the  preceding  year.  This  decrease  was  due  principally  to  the 
discontinuance  of  German  shipping.  The  number  and  nationality 
of  the  vessels  entering  the  port  of  Aden  is  shown  herewith. 


Nationality. 

1913-14 

1914-15 

British 

767 
172 
151 

698 

■    162 

49 

8 

S 

British  Indian. 
Austrian 

Danish 

Dutch 

1 
18 

Nationality. 

1913-14 

1914-15 

French 

German 

n7 

ISO 

e4 

4 
3 
19 

107 
57 
^9 
9 
3 
6 

Norwegian 

Swedish 

Russian 

Nationality.    I  1913-14 


Spanish 

Turkish 

i  other   nation- 
alities  


Total... 


1,529 


1914-1') 


4 
1,204 


Increased  Freight  Rates. 

Freight  rates  increased  about  25  per  cent  at  the  beginning  of  the 
war  and  remained  stationary  for  about  one  year.  They  have  since 
advanced,  however,  to  433  per  cent  over  those  in  effect  before  the 
war.  Aden,  being  an  intermediate  port,  is  dependent  on  India  for 
cargo  space,  and  its  freight  rates  are  ruled  by  the  Indian  market. 
Freight  rates  at  East  African  ports  are  lower  than  at  Aden,  but 
space  for  Aden  is  difficult  to  obtain  because  of  the  shortage  of  space 
at  those  ports. 

The  uncertainty  of  the  shipping  situation  has  considerably  affected 
the  trade  of  Aden,  as  merchants  will  not  accumulate  large  stocks  of 
goods  when  European  and  American  markets  are  so  uncertain. 
Skins  for  America,  being  classed  as  ''  rough  "  cargo  have  been  diffi- 
cult to  ship,  while  coffee  has  gone  forward  with  fair  regularity  due 
to  its  classification  as  "  clean  "'  cargo. 
Financial  Situation. 

The  financial  situation  at  Aden  has  been  fairly  steady,  no  large 
failures  having  been  recorded.  Bank  rates  have  fluctuated,  at  one 
time  the  bank's  buying  rate  being  more  favorable  to  the  exporter 
than  for  m;iny  ye;irs  past.     This  affected  the  importer  unfavorably, 
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liowevcr,  as  the  bank's  selling  rate  rose  i)ro})oi-tionately.  The  I'utc 
is  about  normal  at  the  time  of  ^Yriting•  (April,  191G) .  the  baiil<s  work- 
ing on  their  Uhiial  margin.  The  interest  rate  at  Aden  is  now  about 
9  ])er  cent. 

P^xchange  ({notations  and  interest  rates  are  controlled  from  Boni- 
ba}-  and  Aden  is  forced  to  follow,  although  not  in  the  slightest 
controlling  or  affecting  the  situation.  Consequently  Avhen  shipping 
opportunities  at  Bombay  are  frequent,  Aden  merchants  are  forced 
to  pay  the  enhanced  rates,  although  little  space  is  offered  thom. 
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